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In the context of the promotion and protection of all human rights,  CPTI wishes to address the right of conscientious objection to military service, which is now generally acknowledged to be part of the freedom of thought, conscience and religion protected by Article 18 of both the UDHR and the ICCPR.  


We particularly draw the attention of the Council to the fact that the Minute on this issue adopted by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Geneva last month explicitly “encourages churches to study and address” the “development of conscientious objection” to include “the issue of military or war taxes ”


This is a recognition of  the fact that more and more frequently States are “professionalising” their armed forces so that the military service required of citizens is being transmuted into a financial commitment.  Sometimes this is done directly.  This April the European Court of Human Rights found in favour of a Swiss citizen who objected to being required to pay 3% of his income as a military tax because he had been rejected on medical grounds for military service.
  Similarly, in a “friendly settlement” before the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights in 2005 the Bolivian state agreed that it would not impose a military tax upon a conscientious objector who had argued that “his beliefs which do not permit him to receive military instruction also forbade him to make financial payments to an institution of that nature” 


CPTI  calls upon the Human Rights Council to uphold the right of conscientious objection to military service, in whatever form that objection may manifest itself – to bearing arms, to wearing a uniform, to paying for war, to performing war-related tasks at work.  We call too on all states to consider how they might arrange their taxation systems so that citizens with conscientious objections can be assured that their personal tax contributions are not being applied to military expenditures.
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